Unit Seven: Sectionalism and Decade of Crisis

Unit Themes:

1. Was growing cotton, using slave labor, profitable? 

2. Some historians have referred to the 1850s and its politicians as the “blundering generation.” Do you agree?  Explain your answer.

3. In the 1850s, the conflict within parties was as great as the conflict between the parties.  Do you agree? Explain your answer

4. Account for the rise of the Republican Party and Lincoln’s rise with that party.

5. What was the significance of the 1860 election?

 

Important People, Places, Events, and Ideas

         Doctrines of free soil and free labor

         William H. Seward and irrepressible conflict

         Popular (squatter) sovereignty 

         Daniel Webster

         Henry Clay’s omnibus bill and the Compromise of  1850

         Millard Fillmore

         Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and personal-liberty laws

         Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
         American (or Know-Nothing) party 

         Stephen A. Douglas and the Kansas-Nebraska Act

         Gadsden Purchase

         Filibustering

         Ostend Manifesto

         “Bleeding Kansas”

         Lecompton vs. Topeka legislature and the Lecompton constitution

         Sack of Lawrence and the Pottawatomie massacre

         Charles Sumner and Preston Brooks

         John C. Fremont

         James Buchanan

         Roger B. Taney and Dred Scott v. Sandford
         Lincoln-Douglas debates and Douglas’ Freeport Doctrine

         John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry

         Panic of 1857

         John C. Breckenridge

         John Bell and the Constitutional party

         Jefferson Davis and the Confederate States of America

         Crittenden Compromise

         Fort Sumter

1.  To what extent was Ralph Waldo Emerson correct when he said that an American victory in the Mexican War would be akin to swallowing arsenic.  Give specific examples.

2.  What were the provisions of the Compromise of 1850?  Assess the compromise.

3.  What was the impact of Uncle Tom's Cabin.

4.  Describe the political fragmenting that took place during the election of 1852.

5.  What was the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  What was its impact?

6.  How had Manifest Destiny faded?

7.  Who were the Know-Nothings?  Why are they important?

8.  Why was Kansas bleeding?  Of what was this incident a prediction?

9.  Do a complete work-up of the Dred Scott v. Sandford case

10.  What was the impact of the Lecompton Constitution?

11.  What issues emerged from the Lincoln-Douglas debates?  What was the impact of these debates on the United States?

12.  Who was John Brown?  What did he do?

13.  What were the issues of the election of 1860? 

14.  Why secession?

15.  What began the Civil War?

