 REVIEW UNIT TWO

I. GOVERNMENT UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION (1778-1788)

A. Provisions: Unicameral legislature with the powers to 1) conduct
foreign relations; 2) settle disputes between states; 3) control
maritime affairs; 4) regulate Indian trade; 5) set the valuation of
state and national coinage.

B. Weaknesses: 1) 9/13 states had to approve a measure; 2) no 
executive branch to carry out law; 3) no judicial branch to settle 
state disputes; 4) NO POWER TO TAX; 5) NO POWER TO REGULATE TRADE 
BETWEEN STATES OR WITH OTHER COUNTRIES; 6) each state retained its
sovereignty

C. The Critical Period: 1) currency problems; 2) failure to pay 
prewar debts provided Britain an excuse to maintain military posts on
the Great Lakes; 3) British manufactured goods flooded the American
market; 4) 1784 Spain closes the Mississippi to American navigation;
5) SHAY'S REBELLION (1787): Massachusetts, farmers threatened with
high taxes and foreclosures stormed a federal armory, claimed
tyrannical government needed to be overthrown - IN A REPUBLIC REFORM
COMES THROUGH THE BALLOT BOX

D. Northwest Ordinance (1787): MOST IMPORTANT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE
CONFEDERATION GOVERNMENT

1. Bill of Rights

2. Abolished slavery in the territory

3. Established process for residents to organize state governments
and apply for admission to the Union.

