Unit Three

1. Was the United States Constitution an elitist or democratic document?

2. Were the Americans convinced that this new experiment in government would be successful? Was there opportunity for the opposition to the government to be heard?

Key Discussion Topics:  The nationalist critique and the role of Hamilton and Madison; the Constitutional Convention; and the debate over ratification; The new government’s structure; an overview of the Constitution of 1787

THEMES:  The federal Constitution represented a moderately conservative reaction against the democratic and decentralizing effects of the Revolution and the Articles of Confederation.

Terms:

large-state plan



small-state plan



Great Compromise 


three-fifths compromise



anti-federalists

Federalists 



Constitution of the United States



Electoral College 


The Federalist papers

Land Ordinance of 1785


Shay’s Rebellion 



Northwest Ordinance of 1787

strict vs. loose construction

