Unit Two

1. Colonial Rivalries: How did the British victory in the Seven Year’s War contribute to the loss of the majority of their North American Colonies?

2. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures of the government established by the Articles of Confederation. 

3. The American Revolution was not a radical transformation like the French or Russian revolutions, but it did produce political innovations and some social change in the direction of greater equality and democracy. Defend the statement.

Key Discussion Topics: The structure of the government under the Articles of Confederation; weaknesses and accomplishments of the Articles government; foreign affairs in the Confederation period; the nationalist critique and the role of Hamilton and Madison

The Road to Revolution, 1744-1776
Theme: Between the 1740s and the 1760s Anglo-Americans began to shift their allegiance from the British Empire to more local interests.  The British period of neglect and attempts to reinstate control helped to lead the colonies down the path to revolution.

 

Theme:  The conflicts with England combined with background of the Enlightenment created an environment for the emergence of the central ideas behind the revolution.

 

People to Know (Biographies):
King George III



George Grenville



Patrick Henry



John Wilkes



Samuel Adams

John Adams



Lord North



John Hancock



Crispus Attucks



Paul Revere

Thomas Paine

 

Vocabulary:
Ceded



boycott



thetorical


despotism


requisition


Tories



Vigilantes

 

Terms:
King George’s War


Albany Plan of Union


Seven Years’ War


Proclamation of 1763


Pontiac’s Rebellion

Sugar Act



Stamp Act


Stamp Act Congress


virtual representation


Sons of Liberty

Declaratory Act



Townshend Duties (Acts)



spinning bees



Boston Massacre



committees of correspondence


Tea Act



Boston Tea Party



Coercive or Intolerable Acts


Quebec Act

minutemen 


Lexington and Concord



“The shot heard round the world”



Olive Branch Petition


Common Sense



2nd Continental Congress/Declaration of Independence

Articles of Confederation 

