Unit Four

How successfully did Washington’s Administration handle the problems facing the nation?

5. Were the conflicts between Jefferson and Hamilton based on fundamental ideological differences, or were they disagreements over the means to achieve the same ends?

6. What evidence is there of partisan behavior on the part of the new government under Washington and Adams?

7. At what point in time did the issue of states’ rights become important?  Explain the argument in support of states’ rights.

8. Consider the issue of neutrality in foreign relations. Did the United States effectively prove its credibility in foreign affairs?

9. Was it realistic to assume that the nation could proceed without the formation of political parties? 

10. Jefferson stood for a number of principals. Did they have to be compromised? Were there any shifts in the thinking of the Jeffersonians once they were in power?

11. Foreign affairs: the problems of neutrality. How effective were American politics to 1823? What was the immediate impact of the Monroe Doctrine? 

12. The War of 1812: Why did we go to war -- Over maritime rights or expansionism? Explain the significance of the results.

13. Factions and parties: What happened to political parties during this era? What can we learn from the Federalist efforts at the Hartford Convention?

Themes:The new government’s structure; an overview of the Constitution of 1787; Hamilton vs. Jefferson; the rise of political parties; foreign affairs with Great Britain, France, and Spain; the Revolution of 1800; Jefferson’s imprint; coming of war; War of 1812 
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· Led by Washington and Hamilton, the first administration under the Constitution overcame various difficulties and firmly established the political and economic foundations of the new federal government.

· The cabinet debate over Hamilton’s financial measures expanded into wider political conflict between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans -- the first political parties in America.

· The French Revolution created a severe ideological and political division over foreign policy between the Federalists and Republicans. 

· The foreign-policy crisis coincided with domestic political divisions that culminated in the bitter election of 1800, but in the end power passed peacefully from Federalists to Republicans.
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Jeffersonianism and the Era of Good Feelings

Themes: Jefferson’s effective, pragmatic politics strengthened the principles of two-party Republican government, even though the Jeffersonian “revolution” caused sharp partisan battles between Federalists and Republicans over particular issues.  Despite his intentions, Jefferson became deeply entangled in the foreign-policy conflicts of the Napoleonic era.  Napoleon’s intrigues and the demands of western war hawks drew Madison into the War of 1812 with Britain. Although New England Federalists vehemently opposed the conflict, and the United States barely obtained a military stalemate, it aroused American nationalism and enabled westward-marching America to turn its back on Europe.
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