Unit Eight: Civil War and Reconstruction

Themes:  You should develop a brainstorm outline to answer each of these essays.

 

1.        What problems did Lincoln have to overcome as president?  Consider politics in the North, foreign policy issues, constitutional issues, and military issues.

2.        What kind of president was Abraham Lincoln? How does one account for his success? Does he deserve hid reputation as one of the greatest presidents in U.S. history? Does he deserve his reputation as the Great Emancipator?

3.        Why did the North win the Civil War? Note advantages, strategy, major battles and turning points.

4.        What roles did African Americans (free and slave) play during the time of the Civil War?

5.        The South never had a chance to win the Civil War. To what extent, and why, do you agree or disagree with this statement? (71)

6.      Analyze the economic consequences of the Civil War with respect to any TWO of the following in the U.S. between 1864 and 1877. To what extent did these reforms survive the Compromise of 1877? 

Agriculture
Transportation


Labor
Industrialization
 

Important People, Places, Events, and Ideas

         20-negro law

         bounty jumpers

         Legal Tender Act and greenbacks

         National Bank Act, 1863 and national bank notes

         Jefferson Davis

         Charles Sumner, Thaddeus Stevens, and the Radical Republicans

         Ex parte Merryman, 1861, and Ex parte Milligan, 1866

         Winfield Scott and the Anaconda plan

         First and second battles of Bull Run (Manassas)

         George B. McClellan

         Thomas ”Stonewall” Jackson

         Robert E. Lee

         Battle of Antietam (Sharpsburg)

         Ulysses S. Grant

         William T. Sherman

         Ironclads and the battle of the Merrimac and the Monitor
         Trent affair

         Charles Francis Adams, the Florida, Alabama, and laird rams

         Cotton diplomacy

         First and Second Confiscation acts and Emancipation Proclamation

         Fort Pillow massacre

         Gettysburg

         Vicksburg

         Homestead Act, 1862

         Morril Land Grant Act, 1862

         Copperheads and Clement L Vallandigham

         New York City draft riot

         Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and the National Woman’s Loyal League

         National Union party and Andrew Johnson

         Surrender at Appomattox Courthouse

         Bonus: Andersonville
Reforging the Union: Civil War, 
 

1.        What misconceptions did the North and South have going into the war?

2.        How did the North & South prepare for war – recruitment, financing, & leadership? What did Lincoln do to secure the Union’s borders?

3.        What were the advantages of the South? What were the advantages of the North?

4.        What were the Northern and Southern strategies?

5.        What was the first major battle? What was the military outcome of the first 2 years in the East?

6.        Who experienced success in the West?

7.        What new technology impacted the Naval war, and who had the advantage?

8.        What was the goal of the South’s “cotton diplomacy?”

9.        How did the shift from confiscation to emancipation impact the war?

10.     What issues arose out of the Union army’s dealing with the slaves, former slaves and free African Americans?

11.     Why was 1863 a turning point?  In whose favor did the tide of war turn?

12.     What impact would the war have on the economies and support for the war in the North and South?

13.     How did the war impact women?

14.     How did Sherman impact the war – Politically and strategically?

15.     How does the war end?

Themes:  You should develop a brainstorm outline to answer each of these essays.

1.        To what extent was Reconstruction a reaction to the Civil War? To what extent did it provide the foundations for political, social, and economic themes for the remainder of the century?

2.        How should historians evaluate Reconstruction: a bad program that punished the South unfairly, or a good program that was undermined by the racist South?

3.        What was the impact of Reconstruction on African Americans politically, economically, and culturally?

4.        Discuss the political, economic, and social reforms introduced in the South between 1864 and 1877.  To what extent did these reforms survive the Compromise of 1877?

5.        How do you account for the failure of Reconstruction (1865-1877) to bring social and economic equality of opportunity to the former slaves?

 

 

Important People, Places, Events, and Ideas
         Charles Sumner, Thaddeus Stevens, and the Radical Republicans

         Lincoln’s 10 percent plan versus Wade-Davis bill

         Thirteenth Amendment

         Black codes

         Freedmen’s Bureau

         Civil Rights Act of 1866

         Fourteenth Amendment

         Reconstruction Act of 1867

         Tenure of Office Act

         Fifteenth Amendment

         Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony

         Carpetbaggers and scalawags

         Ku Klux Klan, Enforcement Acts (Ku Klux Klan Act)

         Civil Rights Act of 1875

         Jay Gould and Jim Fisk

         Credit Mobilier

         William M. “Boss” Tweed

         “Seward’s Ice Box”

         Liberal Republicans and Horace Greeley

         greenbacks and the Greenback party

         Slaughterhouse cases

         Mississippi Plan and redemption

         “Exodus” movement

         Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel J. Tilden, and the Compromise of 1877

Crisis of Reconstruction 

 

1.        Describe the state of affairs, physically, economically, socially, and politically in the South.

2.        What were the key elements of Lincoln’s and Johnson’s plans (presidential reconstruction) for reconstructing the South?  How did they differ?

3.        What was at the center of the dispute between the Congress and President Johnson?

4.        How did congressional reconstruction differ from the attempts at presidential reconstruction?

5.        What was the impact of the impeachment crisis?

6.        What are the Reconstruction Amendments, and what do they do?

7.        Under Congressional Reconstruction, what political changes took place in the South?

8.        What role do carpetbaggers and scalawags play in Reconstruction?

9.        Describe the Southern attempts to counter Reconstruction.

10.     What was the impact of emancipation on African American institutions; land, labor, and sharecropping?]

11.     What is Grantism?  

12.     How did Grantism impact Reconstruction?

13.     What impact did the panic of 1873 and the Supreme Court have on Reconstruction?

14.     Why was Reconstruction abandoned?

15.     How did Reconstruction end?

