HISTORICAL PERIOD #5 
WESTWARD HO!

     After the Revolutionary War there was a great increase in internal migration.  The major movement was from east to west.  The first permanent white settlement west of the Appalachians was in western North Carolina in 1771.  Migrations increased after the defeat of the Shawnees in 1774 and the Cherokees in 1776. 

     Families moved through the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky and followed the Wilderness Road cut by Daniel Boone in 1775.  Settlements grew more slowly north of the Ohio River because of the strength of the Miami Confederacy. Once the Treaty of Greenville was signed in 1795 migration grew rapidly in that region.  The enthusiasm of the early settlers set off a phenomenon in New England known as Ohio Fever.  As slaveholding whites migrated to Kentucky and Tennessee and later to Georgia and the Gulf coast, they took their slaves with them and the web of black family connections was broken. 

     Mobility marked early western settlement.  The population was mixed, family ties were disrupted, society was unstable.  Most of the early migrants were young single men.  Single women married quickly.  Women had few female friends. 

     Between 1803 and 1853 the U.S. pushed its original boundaries to their present continental limits. 

          1. Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

          2. Acquisition of Florida (1819) 

          3. Annexation of the Republic of Texas 

          4. California, Nevada, Utah, most of Arizona 

          5. Gadsen Purchase (1857) - southern Arizona and New Mexico 

     The lure of the West caught the imaginations of writers who in turn created the dream of a new life with new opportunities in a new location for millions of Americans.  James Fenimore Cooper used a frontier setting in his Leatherstocking tales.  His 1823 hero, Hawkeye, was the first popular 
fictional hero in America.  Popular legends, songs, and dime novels in the 19th. century glorified fur trappers, explorers, scouts, and pioneers.  The hype failed to mention the contributions of many beyond white men nor did they dwell on the destruction of the environment or the crime against the 
Indians. 

     The fur trade was a vital element in the eventual settlement of the West.  John Jacob Astor, a German immigrant, became a millionaire through his American Fur Trading Company.  In 1825 the St. Louis merchant William Henry Ashley created the rendezvous system where non-Indian fur trappers met each spring on the Green River in Wyoming to exchange pelts for goods Ashley brought from St. Louis.  This was a yearly event through the late 1830's when silk hats replaced beaver and demand declined.  Trapping was a lonely occupation far removed from "civilization.".  To assuage that loneliness trappers often married Indian women.  Their children were called Metis. 

     In January, 1848 James Marshall spotted gold in the millrace at Sutter's Mill. The find could not be kept secret and in 1849 thousands of fortuneseekers came to California.  They were called Forty-Niners.  Their presence gave rise to the California agricultural boom.  Wheat production prospered.  Levi Strauss began producing tough mining pants in the mid-1850's Men dominated the California scene in gold and ore mining, grazing, and large-scale wheat farming.  Women were only 1/7 of the population.  Women could receive high wages for cooking, laundering, and sewing.  They ran boarding houses and hotels.  A spirit of co-operation marked the frontier as neighbors depended upon each other. 

     Settlers obtained ownership of western lands in a variety of ways. Some public lands were granted as a reward for military service.  Until 1820 civilians could buy government land at $2 an acre on a 4-year payment plan. Squatters often successfully defended land they did not own.  Some did eventually have to pay for their land.  In 1841 Congress passed the Pre-emption Act which legalized settlement prior to surveying. 

    Frontier cities were founded in waves as the frontier line moved ever westward.  Louisville, Cincinnati, and St. Louis marked the early frontier line along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.  Cleveland, Detroit, and Chicago marked the next border of the frontier.  Chicago became a center for the manufacture of farm implements.  Louisville manufactured textiles.  Cleveland produced iron. 
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