HISTORICAL PERIOD 7: 

GUIDEBOOK CHAPTER TWENTY
Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854-1861
Reviewing the Chapter


Checklist of Learning Objectives

1. relate the sequence of major crises that led from the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
to secession.

2. explain how and why "bleeding Kansas" became a dress rehearsal for the 
Civil War.

3. trace the growing power of the Republican party in the 1850s and the 
increasing divisions and helplessness of the Democrats.

4. explain how the Dred Scott decision and Brown's Harpers Ferry raid 
deepened sectional antagonism.

5. trace the rise of Lincoln as the leading exponent of the Republican 
doctrine of no expansion of slavery.

6. analyze the complex election of 1860 in relation to the sectional crisis.

7. describe the movement toward secession, the formation of the Confederacy,
and the failure of the last compromise effort.


Glossary

1. puppet government A government set up and controlled by outside forces. 
"The slavery supporters . . . set up their own puppet government at 
Shawnee Mission."

2. bigoted Blindly or narrowly intolerant. "... the allegation ... alienated 
many bigoted Know-Nothings...."

3. public domain Land or other things belonging to the whole nation, 
controlled by the federal government. "Financial distress ... gave a new 
vigor to the demand for free farms of 160 acres from the public domain."

4. bandwagon In politics, a movement or candidacy that gains rapid momentum 
because of people's purported desire to join a successful cause. "After 
mounting the Republican bandwagon, he emerged as one of the foremost 
politicians...."

5. forensic Concerning public or legal argumentation. "The most famous of the
forensic clashes came at Freeport, Illinois...."

6. apportionment The allotment or distribution of legislative representatives
in districts according to population. "Yet thanks to inequitable 
apportionment, the districts carried by Douglas supporters represented a 
smaller population...."

7. splintering Concerning the small political groups left after a larger 
group has divided or broken apart. "But Douglas . . . hurt his own chances
. . . while further splitting his splintering party." 

8. affidavit A sworn, written testimony, usually arrested to by a notary 
public or legal officer. "His presumed insanity was supported by 
affidavits from seventeen friends and relatives...."

9. martyr One who is tortured or killed for adherence to a belief. ". . . 
Ralph Waldo Emerson compared the new martyr-hero with Jesus."

10. vassalage The service and homage given by a feudal subordinate to an 
overlord. "... secession [w]as a golden opportunity to cast aside their 
generations of 'vassalage' to the North."
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